
Manufacturer sales 
(at manufacturer prices)

From Manufacturers to Patients: Distribution and Financing of Pharmaceuticals 
in the 2009 Pharmacy Market 
in EUR billion 

Trade mark-ups

Sales tax

Pharmacy market 
at retail prices
Self-medication 
with OTC drugs
Private prescriptions

SHI prescriptions

Insured patients’ 
copayments

Manufacturers’ and 
trade discounts 
Expenditures of the 
health insurance funds
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Simplified representation of the most important cash and service flows (with approximate values)
Source: vfa 
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